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Introduction 


Shravanabelagola is a Jain pilgrimage situated in the Hassan district of Karnataka state of India. It is a hilly terrain 
housing a giant statue of Lord Gomateshwara towering over the town. The place famous for its innumerable 
temples, is also blessed with greenery and serene ponds. Its Kannada name Shravanabelagola translates to ‘a 
white pond of Sravana’ as ‘bel’ means white and ‘kola’ means pond, which points to a beautiful pond in the town. 
Shravanabelagola, also known as Jainakashi, bears ancient and religiously important scripts carved on different 
sides of the hill. The Karnataka Archeological Department has excavated around eight hundred unique inscrip- 
tions from the site that belongs to Jainism, which originated in the 600 to 1830 A.D. 


The town accommodates two hills, namely Chandragiri and Vindyagiri. Here the statue of Gomateshwara is 
erected on the Vindyagiri Hill by King Chandrayana of the Ganga Dynasty. It is believed that monks used to seek 
sanctuary at the site to meditate and attain salvation. Standing 58.8 feet tall, Lord Gomateshwara, also called as 
Bahubali, is adorned with thousands of liters of milk, panchamruta, sandalwood, turmeric, saffron, vermilion, and 
holy water, every twelve years as part of their grand celebration called Mahamastakabhiseka. This ceremony is 
believed to shower eternal happiness to humankind. 


There are two hills which are Chandragiri and Vindyagiri making up the area. Chandragupta Maurya is reputed 
to have stayed there with his mentor, and the temple there dedicated to him was built by Emperor Ashoka in the 
third century B.C. There are plenty of monuments and shrines dedicated to other sanyasis and saints in Chandra- 


giri. 


Foreigners visiting the tourist place. 


Devotees on their way towards the Gomateshwara 
statue. 
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1. Introduction 


Inscriptions on the temple wall. An idol of Jain Tirthankar Chandraprabhu bearing a 
peaceful look. 
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Priest presenting an aarti thali towards devotees. 


A museum set inside the premises depicting the history 
of the place. 
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Chandragiri Hill 


With a history starting in the 300 BC, the hill derives its name from Chandragupta Maurya who visited the place 
to attain religious peace. Chandragiri situated about 3049 feet from sea level and 200 feet above ground level, 
covers the town’s northwest entrance. Vast distribution of granite rock and small boulders can be found in the 
path reaching its peak. Of the total 106 memorials at Shravanabelagola, strongly associated with the Jain tra- 
dition, 92 are preserved on the hill. The range of prominent Jain monuments or basadis found on the hill are as 
follows: 

¢ Shantinatha Basadi 

¢ Parshvanatha Basadi 

¢ Chandragupta Basadi 

* Kattale Basadi 

* Majjigana Basadi 

¢ Shasana Basadi 

* Chandraprabha Basadi 

¢ Parshwanatha Basadi 2 

¢ Chavundaraya Basadi 

¢ Eradukatte Basadi 

¢ Savatigandhavarna Basadi 

¢ Terina Basadi 


e Shantishwara Basadi 


e lruve Brahmadeva Basadi 
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A marble tower finished as per Jain architecture. Way to Chandragiri Hills. 
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A temple structure at its best. 


| Bhadrabahu Charan. 


Shantinath Mandir. 
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Suparshwanath Tirthankar. 


A large sculpture of a Jain deity was erected on the way. Neminath Tirthankar Mandir. 
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A devotee chanting mantras with a beaded mala in hand. 
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The scenic beauty of the place. Manastambh. 
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Vindhyagiri Hill 


The terrain’s name Vindhyagiri remained unchanged even after the town name was converted to Gomatapura in 
the late 10th century. The name “Vindhyagiri ° is derived from Sanskrit words ‘Vim’ meaning spirit and ‘Dhya’ as 
meditation, describing the spot as a favorite abode for monks to practice penance on the supreme spirit. The hill 
located about 3,288 feet from mean sea level and 438 feet above the ground, holds a Bahubali statue of 58.8 feet 
in height. High and heavy granite mass forms its pedestal, making 614 steps to reach the structure erected atop 
the hill. 


The story behind the statue goes like, once King Rishabhanatha, father of Bharata and Bahubali, determined 

to leave behind his kingdom and power to take up a monk life. He divided the empire among his kids, allotted 
Ayodhya to Bharata, Podanapur to Bahubali, and distributed the remaining among other sons. Years after he left, 
King Bharata took to expand his kingdom beyond Ayodhya, thus starting encroaching on neighboring kingdoms 
and his brothers’ kingdom. Winning all the battles, he finally reached King Bahubali’s kingdom and sent ambassa- 
dors to talk over surrendering otherwise a war. Ministers of both the provinces, awake to avoid a fight between 
the siblings and resultant casualties, announced an armless battle only between the kings where no weapons 
would be involved, rather a sight-fight, water-fight, and wrestling. After the completion of all three rounds, King 
Bharata, who was on the losing side under the drive of anger, neglected the rule and attacked Bahubali with a 
chakra, a heavenly wheel. Unfortunately, the chakra, instead of harming Bahubali, rotated him thrice and disap- 
peared in the air. This incident made King Bharata realize his mistake, and King Bahubali think about the path of 
enlightenment. Thus Bahubali moved to the forest and started meditating. It is believed that the first installation 
of the now standing Gomateshwara aka Bahubali statue was raised by King Bharata in remembrance and to show 
respect to his intelligent and brave brother. 


According to legends, there is another story that surrounds the statue. As per records, the Gomateshwara statue 
was installed in 990 AD by Chavundaraya, Ganga King Rachamalla Sathyavakya’s minister. He once on a spiritual 
expedition to Podanapur with his mother Kalala Devi and Guru Acharya Ajithasena happened to spend a night 

at Shravanabelagola. During the sleep, he saw himself erecting a statue on the hill, obeying the same the next 
morning. Chavundaraya decided on the spot by directing an arrow to the Vindhyagiri and initiating the sculpting 
process. Soon later, the task of chiseling the statue out of a huge granite block was entrusted to the most skillful 
sculptors under the guidance of Arishtanemi. Thus, the statue finished in a meditation posture known as Kayot- 
sarga was chosen to host Mahamastakabhisheka every 12 years, a mandatory practice introduced by the intense- 
ly devoted Chavundaraya. 


The statue of Gomateshwara has curly hair ringlets and large ears. Its eyes are kept open and facial features are 
perfectly chiseled with a faint smile that signifies inner peace. His shoulders are kept broad, the arms stretch 
straight down, and the figure is worked with no support from the thigh upwards. There is an anthill in the 
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background denoting incessant penance. Snake and creepers emerge from the anthills to twine both the legs 
and arms of the statue around. The entire figure stands on an open lotus signifying totality. On either side of 
Gomateshwara stands two majestic chauri bearers, yaksha and yakshi. Akandabagilu, a massive door bearing 
carvings of Gajalakshmi and two elephants with their trunks raised, is another commendable work of Jain crafts- 
manship. 


MEW STEPS TO VINDHYAGIAL 
FOR DOL] BEARERS 


IWAUGURATED BY 
SHRI NARENDRA MODIJI 
HOW BLE PRIME MINISTER 
OOVERNMENT OF IMDLA 


OW 19” FEBRUARY 2018 
al THE APs OCCaE oF 


#8" MAHAMASTAKABHISHEKA 


A name board of a new pathway constructed towards 
Vindhyagiri inaugurated by Honourable Prime Minister 


Shri Narendra Modi. 


A small office at the foot of a hill. 


Welcome arch on the way. 
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Front view of 24 Tirthankar mandir. 
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Devotees performing pooja. 
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Devotees eaicied at the foot area to submit their | People returning from darshan. 
offerings. 
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A Kirti Stambha. 
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A rock carved statue. 
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Jain Math 


A Jain math/mutt is a place where the propagators of Jainism and their disciples reside and conduct religious 
activities in an organized manner. In this discipline, the Jain mutt of Shravanabelagola stands foremost. It is a 
sanctuary that is believed to guard the spiritual values. The only evidence of its origin is found from the writings 
of munis from 1131 AD. Though later, the site’s heritage had its mentionings in various literary works, inscriptions, 
palm leaves, and manuscripts. Charukeerthi Bhattarakha, the head of the mutt, and the following generations 
have made such an immense contribution to the center that today it attracts millions of pilgrims from around 
the world. Poet Chidananda (A.D. 1750) has also cited the mutt in his well-known work ‘Munivamshabhuyudaya’. 


The Mutt with elegantly carved front porch and pillars carry rich paintings depicting Jinas and Jaina Kings lives. 
There are three cells holding several metals and marble statues. The middle and the right cells have Chandrana- 
tha and Neminatha respectively, while the left has figures of Panchaparameshtis, Neminatha, and chauri bearers 
yaksha with yakshi. Another exciting statue from the place is the one presenting nine deities called the Navade- 
vata idol. The mutt that runs schools with teachings on religious scriptures, houses libraries, hosts religious 
discourses, and training on religious rituals and ceremonies. 


Jain Math. 
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Shri Amra Kushmandini Devi. 
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Mahamastakabhisheka 


Mahamastakabhisheka, an extravagant religious celebration hosted at Shravanabelagola, is a Jain event conduct- 
ed to venerate Bahubali and other Jain deities. During the event, devotees from across the world pour milk on 
the giant monolithic statue of Gomateshwara on the second day of the 88th Mahamastakabhisheka. The ceremo- 
ny organized every 12 years, now enjoys an important space in Karnataka tourism with its mass participation. It is 
believed that the sculptor of the statue Chaundaraya performed this holy bathing of the deity on March 13, in 981 
AD, Hence the same is followed for centuries. The last time the Mahamastakabhisheka Mahotsava took place in 
2018, and the next would be in the year 2030. 


In Mahamastakabhisheka, 108 different kalashas are poured over the statue on an opening day, with an addition- 
al 100 being added in the coming days. On the main day of the festival, holy water is sprinkled upon the devotees 
who carry 1008 pots of various items like tender coconut, milk, sugarcane juice, turmeric paste, jaggery, san- 
dalwood, saffron, vermilion, holy water, and a variety of fresh flowers. The devotees are then asked to carry the 
pots to the top of the statue climbing 650 steps, in order to shower the idol and chant mantras. At times, silver 
and gold coins also make offerings to the deity. The whole ceremony is completed in a time period of around 10 
hours. 
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Water offered to the statue. 
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i 
Devotees pouring water over the Gomateshwara. The milk is washed away from the feet. 
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Large feet of Gomateshwara statue. 
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108 Kalashas being emptied over the statue. Mid view of the Abhisheka. 
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The flow of Turmeric paste. Turmeric turning the statue yellow from all directions. 
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Turmeric i is followed by Vermilion, a red color holy offering made of mineral cinnabar. 
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Jain Munis at the feet. 
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A fairly distant view of Abhisheka. 
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Panorama 
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Panoramic view of the holy bath over Jain deity Gomateshwara. 
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The scale of the massive event that takes place every 12 years. 
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An aerial view of the place that surrounds Vindhya hill. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth Bellamkonda at NID, Bengaluru. 
You can get in touch with Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Location: 
Shravanabelagola Gomateshwara, 
Hassan, Karnataka 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


